
THE FATHER OF OUR
PUBL1C SfflOOL SYSTEM

' /X>r,',william Henry lluffner,; th'e father of Jlie .'publlc-school systcni ilii Vlrglnla,
now i'n'tho'elghtyithlry year*of hla "age, ls quIeUy spcndlng tho advanccd.cvonlpg
of a most usoful llfo ln Lcxinglon, tho beautlful mountaln lown ln whlch he was

born and rearcd,
It ls no exaggorntlon to say that thero ls no man In Vlrglnla who Is more

gonrolly bolov.edUhain Dr, Miffn«r> *>Ali frie tyeople^or-Vlrginla lovo and rovero hlm,

for there is not a school boy who docs .not know something of the grcat work thh*

grand old man has a'ccomplished for hla Slate, '"Hia was a work that.wlll llvc and

bo hls monument long, very. long,"'aftof he shall havo' gonb.
Dr. Ruffnnr was born In tho year 1824. Hls falhor, Dr. Henry Ruffner, was a

dlstlngulshod Prcsbyterlun dlvlnc, who was for many yoars presldont of Wanhington
Collego, now Washlngton and. Leo thiiyorslty. The, subject of, this,skctch recelvcd
from thls collego the dogreo of M. A. tn 1845. Ho aftorwards took. throe courscs In

psychology, one under hls father, at Washlngton College;- anothor at Unlon Thco-

Ibgical SemJnary, at Hampden-Sldnejr, Va., and the thlrd under Dr. W. H. McGuftcy,
at tbo Universlty of VlrglnfaV^hus!fliting, hlmscrf, unconsclously, for Cho grcat part
ho was to play In tho educatlonal futuro of Vlrglnla. "; »'*'*

Coursea In theology In Uio-lnstitutions of hla own SUte, as woll as at Prlnceton,
N, J. propared hlm for. the mtnlatrpr. and from, 1843 to 1851 ho was chaplaln at tho
Universlty of Vlrglnla. 'Oh i'fcaving'lhe Universlty h'o became pastor of the Soventh

P,tcsbytcrian Church, Philadolp.blaabf whlch he rcmalned the splrltual dlrcctor two

ycars. In 1853 ho rcsorlcd ;to Jfarm llfo as a means of restorlng! hls'broken health,
nnd nevor rcaumed mlnlslerlal.work, though it was not untll 1874 that, by hls own

rcqucst, he was rcllovcd ofhis .sacrc.d offlce by tho Pcxlngton Presbytery.

PREPARED OUR SCHOOLSYSTEM. '-.
. -v..r,rlt.* -...''. ,->

"
Pr. Ruffner was clccted Supcrlhtcndeht of.tlie Publlc Free Schools of Vlrglnla

In 1870, havlng been tho cholce of tho leglslatlve ca'ueu's on the flrst ballot In a

company of fifteen candldates. In thia contest, the only ono he ever entcrcd, hla

DR. WILLIAM HENRY RUFFNER.

advlser anfi' endoraer was Gcn. Robert E. Lee, and an clo'quont spokesman In Hls
bohalf wns Hon. Wllllam A. Andcrson, hla lownsman nnd frlond, now tho Attornoy-
aoneral of Vlrglnla.

' ¦.>.'.¦'.

Withln thlrty days after,hla olectlon, Dr. Ruffner waa,. aVK toV.roport to tho

Logislaturc a acheme for a school ayatem ao aatlafact^ry .,Umt;h.c. was at onco

requircd by tho Commlttce on Schools and Colleges to preparo a school bill to bo.,,(
conslderod by tho Leglalature'. * Thia propoaed mcasure was ready In soventoeri
days and Dr. Ruffner aakod. for criticism from Icadlng educators of hls ncqualnt-*M
anco,' lncluding Dr. Barnas Sc'nrS,' agent of the Peabody Fund, who had bep/i presl¬
dont of Brown Universlty, nnd..Prof. John B. Mlnor, of the, UnlvVralty of Vlrglnla,
n'cithor of wlibm wa8 ablo to s'uggest any improvement. _,.

After very prolongcd diacuaalon, aometlmcs heatod nnd bven'acrimonlous, thls
bill became a law, havlng been.aignod by Governor Walker llvo minutes beforo tlie

adjournment of tho Leglslaturo^ July 11, 1S70. l;,,r.;
WORK :OF ORQANIZATjON. >ty

Now began tho dlffloult work of organiilng the achbola' aiid gottlng thom ln
good worklng ordor. Tho new Suporlntendont ncglected no publlc or prlvato oppor-
tunlty of Intcreatlng tho pcople In unlvorsul.educatlon, whlch ho had alwaya udvo-

catcd, cven In hla collego daya, going ao far as to exclalm ln a dobato, "If alavery
renders lt ncceasary to keop tho negroes In ignoranco. I aay down, down wlth
slavcry!" At tho ilrat regular mceting of the Board of Educntlon tho work of
appolntlng suporlntondonts was bogun. A publlc educatlonal mectlog Was held in
tlio hnli of tho Houso of Pelegatcs, and the next day a mootlng of tho county
suporintondonU was callod, and contlnued for two duya, for tho purpoao of lnatruct-
Ing thom tn thelr offlclal dutios. Tho Educatlonal Assoclatlon of Vlrglnla ondorsed
Dr. Ruffner'B olectlon, and tho. Educatlonal Journal becamo tho olllciiil organ of tho
publlc schoola, aa woll ns of.tho aasoclatlon, Rr. Ruffnor belng cdltor in both dopart-
monta and wrltlng much for tho advancoment of tho work. In April of 1871 ho mado
a Northern tour, vlsiting publlc and normal schools. Graded schools and tcachora'
Instltutes wero novoltles ln-Vlrglnla, but belng manlfostly usoful features ln any
sbhool . ayatom, spocial attentlon was glven to tholr establlshment. Tho publlc
inlnd ncodod to bo lnformod on theso subjoots, and thls. tnformatlpn, tho Suporln-
tendont dlBsemlnatod by means of tho Educatlonal Journal, .monogroph clrculars,
Icltore nnd addreases. The oltlea led Ip tho matter of gradod schools,- and tho
largor towns aoon followed. The Supcrlntendent propared a sohomo for the gradlng
of country scnooU, whlch was commonded and publlshed by tho Dopartmont of
Educatlon at Washlngton. fhjere was grcat dlfflouUy ln conductlng Instltutes froln

. thoflcardty "ofrlmrtructors. hut; the State SUpcrlntendcnt and'BPtnoi of tho best
: teachers studlod,tho mcthods-most Imprpvcd and InBtruotcd tho teachers ln county

InailtUtes and' sUnirncr Bchools".. >. .".
. _

-¦>
.__, ...

They were greatly aldod by tho 1'cabody Fund, through Dr, Barona Sears, the
. agent, - Tho. Stato-sometlmes recclvcd- from thla sourco ns much aa $30,000 ln. ono
' year.'..By this mc'nns lccturers from Virginla .and other Statcs.wcro employod,'and
ox^cllcnt'Tnslfufctlon was glven In every aocUon. Durlng hls admlnlstratlon »r.

.Ruffnor vlslted'ovcry cb'tihty Ih tho Stato except slx, vlsitlng tho Bchools, lecturing
at. Instltutes, and makiug addrcsaca on court daya In tho court-housea on puuiio
odticutlou.

'

V <-¦ GOT RID OF BONDS.

Notwlthstandlng thc overburden whlch he waa hearlng, In 187C tho Suporln-
tendont wns made tho ctistodlan of $500,000 of bonda botight by tho Board of ImIu-

catlon. Not belng a bonded ofilcer, ho carncatly sought to bo reltoved of thls care,
but Bucccodcd .In, getting rld of4ho-.Vai.ds. only- by drawtng a blll and lobbyingu
through tb^l^gls'ldhrfoTwiich-'lhcy-wei'e Uirncd ovcf'lo tho Second Audltor.:. He
was made a .member* of the Board' of Vlsltprs, charged wlth >tho heavy dtity pl
creatlng tho Agrlcult'urai and Mcchanlcal College of Blacksburg, and appolntcd to

draft tho plau'for-.the projected collcgo. Ita propcr charactor of a :technlcal Bchooi,
foundod on a llralted amount of lltcrary studlos, waa cntlrcly unknown to tne

Virginla people. Hencc, two scrloua dangora had to bo cncountcrecT In tho beg'n-
nlng: BirBt, lri dcflnlng thp provlricc oftlie school; and second, ln fllllng tho cliairs.

Tho Supcrintendcrit of Public Instructlon waa rcquircd to orlglnatothe whole schemo

.of Instructlon and-managemont.. Hls report onrtho propcr charactor of Uie-new
'

Instltutlon waa acceptcd by tho Board of Vlsttors, after. much ppposltion,, nnd. may
be found in'tho school report 'b'f 1872. Tho technlcal featurea wero not, and could
not be, developed in lts early years,,but gradually lts true ralssion camo to bo

discerned, untll at prescnt tho Virginla Polytcchnlc Instltuto boglna to reallzo. ,the
ideal ln the mlnd of lts projector. ..'¦.

. -. DEFENDED THE 8CHOOLS.'
A formldablo troubio ln thc early years of tho Bchooi system grow out of the

well-known fundlng act, whose operatlon, .as lntcrpretcd by tho Audltor of .Public
Accoujits was to dlvort large sums of school money every ycar towards Paylng
the tax-rccelvahlo coupons; and in thls interpretatlon ho scemed to__bo.sustal.ncd
by the Supreme Court of the State. In thla emergency the Superihtcr/Iont defended
tho rlghts of tho Hchools to the money whlch had been nllcnatcd, going so far as to

undertakc to overlhrow tho argument of tho Supreme Court. Thls brought hlm

attacks from varlous quarters. Tho Audltor answercd hlm ln pamphlets, and ho

was'called tb accPunt by tho I.egislature, and had to flght before flve commlUeea
at once. But truth and justice prevuiled. and tho Leglsluturc passcd an act, drtiwri

by the Superlntendent, requlring tho Audltor to pay back every dollar of tho school

money whlch had been pald to thc creditors of the Stato. Though twico 'nvltcd
durlng hls.twolvo years' tcrm of.offlco to become prcsident of a college, Dr. Kuffner

decllried eacircaac, havlng given'hJmself heart and bou! to thc upbulldlng of cduca-

Uonal Intcrbsls ln hls'nntlva State, When; howovor, auporseded ln offlco on account

of a ehahgc In State pollUcs, he gladly turned.to hls favorlto pursult.. and at Ptico

acceptcd an ap'polntmcnt to make a.geological reconnoissanco of flve hundred miles

for a.railroad across threo States. ....»,, ., .

In 18S4 he waa again prcssed Into the servicc of State education by hls election
as prealdent of tho Female Normal School- to be establlahed at Parmvllle. Having
urged the cstabllahment of such a school in. all hls rcports, Dr.- Buffner felt It hla

duty to acccpt. Thcorganization of the school was left cntirely in hls hands,;and
under his.wise management it soon becamc a.potent factor In the cducaUon advance-
ments of' thc teachlrig force of the State. . The respoct and confldcnco insptrcd by
lta prcsident gave thc normal school.a standlng whlch, aa a new foaturc in btato

educatlon, it would not otherwise havo had. and brought many students to :iake

advantagc ol the courses prcscnted by Its giftod hcad.
... ii a

Aftor organizing the school ahd gottlng it equipped with expert teachers,,jand
having, as ho thought, impressed the proper charactor upon lt, he relinquished: tne

presidencyln'June, 1SS7,' ln order that he mlght glvo hls whole tlmo to tho more

co'ngenial work of rnaklng geologlcal examlnatlons and repqrta on mlncral Propor-
ties. Thls geological work lio contlnued untll he reached tho ago of Bovemy-liye.

OWES SYSTEM TO HIM.'
From the fo'rcgolng sk'otch it wlll bo seen that'to tho Btatcsmanllkc and^:far-

seelng wlsdom of Dr. Ruffnor, Virglriia ls .lndebted for her syBtcra of public achoola.
fivery: lmpor'tant fiild thaflias beeri mado in the Stato slnce 1870 in the causp^of

:¦ public! educatlpn'has had Dr. Buffner.aa Jts lnsplration,' and.to^lm is. owlng. the

establlshment of tho system of schools on a strong and endurlng., baa.K "Kt1110
lnciplency of thc system nono but a man of his vlgorous intollect, unwayorlng dbur-

age and powerful argumentatlvo~ablllty would have been ablo tc- defeat all_thq,
opposIUon an-ayxd-agaLDS14Uin- Jeglsjatlvo. hajls, ;ln&*Jgb0.toJtiu} ch,a L^l0"
the JudlcIar'bWch':TWhlio"at PrWeh?'hoiSis*kVowh« 66tHido the Stato chlcfly da^a
aclentlst. in tho years .Uiat.aro. swlfUy, rolllng towarda us, when ,tho .cducatlon^and

' p-repdratVoiV'df y'Puth' for'tho-futuro shall SccnV to ustho moat tmportant funbt on

of the State, Dh Ruffner wlll^'take .hls placc .as ono of .tho forernost men of hls

tlme, and one of the greatest benefactors, not only of his own btato, but offtho
South as well. , \

Cluster Springs Academy.
- In reviewing the educational forces at work for -thc a'dvancenijent
of Virginia boys, it-:is propcr to give Cluster.SpringSiAcad-emy gijeat
ciedit. I

For forty-two years this-school. has stood for thorough work and
the highes.t moral development of the boys entrusted to it, and ;Jias
sent young men into every sphere of life where many of them ^are
recognized leadersl s;_

Thc past session has been marked by the greatest progrcss; in
its history. Among thc improvements are thc ercction of a ha,nd-
.sorne three story Administration Building, containing large Dining
Hall, Public and.Priva.tc :Parlors, Offices, the^Hcadmaster's Pnvate
Rooms, and a su'itc of f,ooms for very small boys.
The next imppr_tant,addit_iQn has b.ecn>,the installation of a waler

.i 'r:.k... c,-;.,- which, with thcaidofa
heaithful mincral water

ttp ah elcvatibn bt Oneminarea ieei to me res'ervoir; from which is

draw.n the supply for a system of hot and'ebld shbwcr baths and
thc other needs of the School. i

In the'^selWd^f^om rvife^progress VKJ^bTeen equally as marked.
.., Lnsjb^yeai:, an ,ad,ditiof)al pjass Toom W.as added^and anothcr master

:, pVovideia,. t'liis boing made jicc.cssary bv.thfi..large-increasc, in attend-
ance and in order to keep the ratio of a master for ever,y ten boys.
The make of thc Faculty last ycar was the Headmaster, Hampden
Wilson, who has been identjfied with thc school. for thc past fiftccn
years,. w'ith" the exception of fo'ur years spent as Business Managcr
of the Hogc Academy. Mr. Wilson supervises,thc cntirc work! of
the school and tcaches Arithmctic, Algebra and Business Coui-sq;

In athlctics thc school has made the sapie progrcss as alorig other
lines, and last year the basc-ball team made a most exccllent rccord,
winning a niajdrity of all games playcd. This department of school
life is under the immediate care and direction of the Masters, \yho

, give valuable aid to'the various teams of thc school by their coajch-
ing and active-participation. ...[|

Applicat'ions for Cataiogucs are coming from alniost every State
in the Union, and with already a largcr enrollmcnt for next year
than ever before, thp indications are.that the full number of ftfty
will be booked before September. ,^ ......


